Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  

Worship Service: We welcome you today July 30, 2023, the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: Aug. 30th - Bridget & Christine Campbell, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 6th and 13th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 20th and 27th - Terri Herb, Shirley Miller, and 3rd person to be announced; Sept. 3rd & 10th - Susan Snyder, Carol Knight, and 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: July 30th - Marie Herb; Aug. 6th thru 27th - Sue Faust; Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb.
LAY READERS: July 30th - Ed Dobbin; Aug. 6th - Donna Novinger; Aug. 13th - Bridget Campbell; Aug. 20 - Norine Goss; Aug. 27 - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: July 30th & Aug. 6th - Marie Herb; Aug. 13th & 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra; Aug. 27 & Sept. 3rd - Ken Bechtel. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we watch Lesson 3 video on July 30th and discuss it on Aug. 6th. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.
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                                  July 30, 2023

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

July 30, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)

 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Marie Herb                 

L:  Come, let us sing to the Lord.
P:  Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
L:  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving.
 P: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
  L:  Come, let us worship the Lord our God!
      *Hymn -       “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord”        Page 280    
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Almighty God, we pray that your kingdom may come, but we feel so inadequate to help in its realization. Come to us again with the reminder that like the mustard seed and the yeast you can use our small talents for large purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 119:129-136 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Your statues are wonderful; therefore I obey them. 
P: The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.
L: I open my mouth and pant, longing for your commands.
P: Turn to me and have mercy on me, as you always do to those who love your name.
L: Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me.
P: Redeem me from human oppression, that I may obey your precepts.
L: Make your face shine on your servant and teach me your decrees.
P: Streams of tears flow from my eyes, for your law is not obeyed.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God, Creator of all things. We believe in His Son Jesus Christ, who came to show us the way to the Father. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God - moving among us and inspiring the Love of God within us. We believe in the Church - the earthly extension of His Kingdom. We believe it is our calling to serve His Church with all our heart, our mind, our strength. Amen.
Hymn -             “I Love to Tell the Story”                     Page 297 
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 (Pg. 19  N.T. Pew Bible)   
                                  Ed Dobbin, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:            “What does God expect from me?”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -       “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations”             Page 296   

   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”               
     CHURCH CALENDAR
July  30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
                10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug.   1 - 700PM - Deacons Meeting (No Elders meeting in Aug.)
Aug.  4 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys
Aug.  5 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys

Aug.   6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online -        Hymnal; Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Marie Herb, Ann Hale; Special Prelude by Norine Goss.

Aug.   8 - 5:30-7:00PM - “Free” Community Meal at Valleys

Aug. 13 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: Halifax Food Room is collecting  the following personal hygiene items during July and August: toliet paper, feminine hygiene items including pads and tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deororant, shaving products, laundry detergent donations can be brught to Valleys or taken to the Halifax Community Church (it was Halifax United Methodist Church). Also Garden produce (tomatoes zucchini, and lettuce) is welcome as well.

GRILLS: We are looking for someone to clean the church grills before we use them for the August community meal. We also need someone to grill hamburgers and hotdogs on Aug. 8 for the meal. If you can help, please call the church office.

FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday August 8th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Hot dogs & Hamburgers, Macaroni salad, Baked beans, fruit (watermelon or cantaloupe), Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. Aug. 3rd. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Roxanne Laudenslager; (Serious health issues);  *Dawne Wilks, (surgery on July 31);  Esther Masser; Family & Friends of Karen Kahler; Lesher Family & Brooke Croutharmel Howell Family; Pastor Gail Boyer, (Recovering from surgery); Barbara Wild & Family; Dennis Leitzel; Diane Shaffer; Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Baby Jaylynn,  (granddaughter of friend of Carol Miller); Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. More donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are really needed to sort clothing to August 3rd. Please come between 10:30AM to 3:30PM on Monday thru Friday or call church office if you wish to come at another time.
     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 
     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.       
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
                                 LOOKING AHEAD….
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: Volunteers are needed to help with “Fresh Impressions” shopping at Wal-Mart on Tuesday August 15. Please see Ed Dobbin or call the church if you can help. More details will be in upcoming bulletins. 

FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.
PULLED PORK DINNER: Valleys will have a Pulled Pork Dinner on the 1st Saturday in October, October 7, 2023 from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Call the church office for tickets or more information.
FRESH CORN - If anyone is able to donate fresh ears of sweet corn (yellow preferred) for the Pulled Pork Dinner, please call the church office. 
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget are
 unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for July 30, 2023

Invocation:

Gracious God, we don’t know how to worship as we should.  But Your Spirit helps us worship even now.  Open the eyes of our hearts to be mindful of your presence and to allow you to live fully and powerfully in us.  In the name of Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Matthew 13:31-33;44-50; Responsive Scripture: Psalm 119:129-136

Sermon:


What does God expect from me?

       As we work through these parables together, we see that they teach us about the greatness of God’s kingdom.  Because God’s kingdom is so great, we cannot afford to take it lightly.  Because God’s kingdom is so great, there are high expectations placed on those who would enter in.


An interesting cartoon shows a fourth-grade boy standing toe-to-toe and nose-to-nose with his teacher.  Behind them is a blackboard covered with math problems the boy hasn’t finished.


With rare understanding, the boy says, “I’m not an underachiever, you’re an over-expecter!” 

Many of us are just like that little boy.  We deny that we are underachievers in the faith while at the same time accusing God of being an over-expecter - of setting his expectations too high.  God does have expectation of things we should accomplish.  After all, our Christian faith is about transformation that makes life worth living.


You see, God expects us to. . .

1. SACRIFICE ALL I AM AND HAVE FOR HIS KINGDOM. (13:44-46)


From the parables 

today we learn that it is easy to overlook or dismiss God’s kingdom because it’s hidden.  The man who found the pearl of great price was the man who looked for it.  So it is with finding God’s kingdom.  We also learn from these parables that the kingdom of God is incredibly valuable.  The treasure and the pearl were both so valuable that the men who found them were willing to sacrifice everything they had in order to obtain them.


All too often we fail to realize the value of God’s kingdom.  We can be like a man I read about recently who had thrown out an old Bible that had been stored in the attic of his family home for generations.  He had an old friend who loved old books.  “I couldn’t read it,” he explained. “Somebody name Guten-something like that had printed it.”  “Not Gutenberg!” the book lover exclaimed in horror. “That Bible was one of the first books ever printed. Why, a copy just sold for over two million dollars!”   His friend was unimpressed. “Mine wouldn’t have brought a dollar.  Some guy named Martin Luther had scribbled all over it in German.” 


Someone once said, “We know the cost of everything and the value of nothing.” This man had taken a valuable treasure and treated it like common garbage. Do we do the same with God’s kingdom?  But the scripture says that it should be the other way around. We should treat everything else as garbage that we might have the kingdom of God.  The apostle Paul said, “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ...” (Philippians 3:8).  In fact, the kingdom of God is so valuable that it is completely beyond your ability to comprehend it.  “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).


No person, position, or possession is worth missing out on God’s kingdom.  You may not have to give up everything for God’s kingdom, but you must be willing to.  A student at Dallas Theological Seminary several years ago was struggling with God’s call on his life. He had told God that he was willing to go anywhere to serve him, but Africa.  He struggled with this for months as his graduation approached.  But finally, he was able to tell God that he was willing to go even to Africa for Him.  As soon as he had settled that in his heart, he had total peace. And guess what?  God didn’t send him to Africa.  After his graduation he got a job teaching at that same seminary.  God didn’t want him to go to Africa, but God wanted him to be willing to go to Africa.  Is there anything in your life that you would be unwilling to give up if God asked you to?  If there is, you need to ask Him to help you to be released from the hold that this thing has on your life so that you can truly give Him first place.  It’s time to sacrifice all you are and have for God’s kingdom.


God expects us to. . . 

2. SEEK AFTER PERSONAL HOLINESS IN MY LIFE.  (13:47-50)


Take the parable of the net.  The net in this parable is a dragnet that would be drawn between two boats in a wide semicircle.  The net would be easy to overlook because it does its work below the surface, yet without it, the fishermen would soon be out of business.  The Bible tells us that this net caught all kinds of fish, but when it was dragged to shore, and the fish were sorted there were only two categories that mattered -- good or bad.  The meaning of the parable is that only good people will ultimately enter God’s kingdom.  Now before we get smug and think that we’re a good person and we’re all set, let’s take a closer look at what the word ‘good’ actually means.  The word ‘good’ literally means “to have excellent qualities, pious, moral, unblemished.”  This word means a great deal more than we typically think it does. It also means “fit for.” In other words, only those who are “fit for” God’s kingdom will be able to enter it.  Because of the purity of God’s kingdom, we must seek after holiness. The Bible tells us to “Pursue...holiness...” (Hebrews 12:14).  The Phillips paraphrase of that verse says, “Let it be your ambition...to achieve holiness...”


In the forests of northern Europe and Asia lives a little animal called the ermine, known for his snow-white fur in winter.  By instinct, he protects his white coat against anything that would soil it.  Fur hunters take advantage of this unusual trait of the ermine. They set out to find his home, which is usually a cleft in a rock or a hollow in an old tree.  They smear the entrance and interior with grime.  Then the hunters set their dogs loose to find the ermine. The frightened animal runs toward home but doesn’t enter because of the dirt.  Rather than get their white coat dirty, he is trapped by the dogs and captured while preserving his purity. For the ermine, purity is more precious than life.  


God commands us to be holy. “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy’” (1 Peter 1:15, 16).  It is time to take our faith seriously and sacrifice all that we are for God’s kingdom and seek after personal holiness in our lives.


God expects us to. . .

3. SERVE THE NEEDS OF OTHERS. (13:31-33)


As we turn our attention to the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast.  The mustard seed is not the smallest seed in the world, but it was the smallest known seed in Jesus’ day.  These seeds are so small that it would take 20,000 of them to make one ounce and yet this small seed will grow into a twelve to fifteen foot tall tree.  They become large enough to provide shelter for the birds.  The kingdom of God may seem small in the beginning and, therefore, easy to overlook, but the kingdom grows and has power to provide shelter for the needy people of the world.


Likewise, the yeast may seem like a small and insignificant ingredient, but it has a big role to play.  The yeast doesn’t change the dough into something else, but it does transform it and give it new power.  Only with the yeast does the dough have the power to rise. So only by the grace of God do we have the power to rise above our sinful nature and begin to live a life pleasing to God.  But before this can happen the yeast must first be worked into the dough.  So, we are to be in the leavening business -- leavening souls.  Both of these parables speak of the awesome power of God’s kingdom, and both point to the fact that this power is to be used in the service of others. That is what the Bible says, “...serve one another in love” (Galatians 5:13).  Paul also said, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2). Because God commands us to use His power to serve others, we shouldn’t be surprised that a life of service is essential to a spiritually productive life.


A Spanish philosopher tells about the Roman aqueduct in his native country.  It was built in 109 A.D. For eighteen hundred years, it carried cool water from the mountains to the hot and thirsty city.  Nearly sixty generations of men, women, and children drank from its flow of water.


Then came another generation, a recent one, who said, “This aqueduct is so great a marvel that it ought to be preserved for our children, as a museum piece. And that is what they did.  They laid modern iron pipes. They gave the ancient bricks and mortar a rest.  And the aqueduct began to fall apart. The sun beating on the dry mortar caused it to crumble. The bricks and stone sagged and threatened to fall. What ages of service could not destroy, idleness disintegrated.   If you don’t use it, you will lose it.  If you don’t use God’s power to serve the needs of other, you will lose His power in your life.


I believe that there are at least two ways that are suggested by these parables that we can serve others.  First, I believe we are to minister to the needs of the community.  The tiny mustard seed grew into a tree and provided shelter for the birds.  Over and over again, throughout his ministry, Jesus provided for the needs of those he came in contact with.  When people were hungry and there was no food to be found, Jesus fed them. When people were hurting and there was no known cure, Jesus healed them.  If we are to follow in Jesus’ footsteps, we must use his power to continue his ministry of service to the community.  

And just as the woman worked the yeast into the dough so we must work the gospel message into our community.  Community service will open doors for us to share the gospel with people who otherwise never would give us a hearing.  John Maxwell says, “People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”


Let’s not take our faith lightly.  Sacrifice all you are and have for God’s kingdom, seek after personal holiness in your life, and serve the needs of others because that is what God expects.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:
Our gracious and loving Heavenly Father, we come to you this morning as your children, who have been made part of your family through Christ Jesus.  We thank You that we have a wonderful future of living with You through all eternity.

We thank You today for Your faithfulness and Your mercy and grace.  You’re always there when we need You.  You’ve never turned us away and You’ve never failed us.  You’ve never failed to fulfill Your promises to us and to Your world.  In our troubles and trials You’ve been right there with us and You’ve helped us through.  We give You thanks Lord, for all You’ve done for us, but most of all, we thank You for who and what You are.

We want to tell You that we want to do Your will and fulfill Your plans and purposes for us.  We’re available because we’ve surrendered our lives to You.  We are busy with the business of living in the here and now.  We have jobs, we have families, we have responsibilities, we get involved in all kinds of things, some are of great importance and some of them are trivial.  So, help us Lord to keep our priorities straight.  Help us to seek Your Kingdom and righteousness and let the other things fall in place.  Help us to make the right choices that will count for eternity.

We pray for the needs of our people today.  We’ve all come with individual and very personal needs.  Maybe nobody on the face of this earth knows about the struggles and burdens they’re facing, but You know, and You invite us to bring everything to You in prayer.  So, we ask you to meet our needs this morning and give us the assurance that you are answering our prayers.  We pray for many different kinds of physical needs and financial needs.  So, we lift up the names of those who have been made known to us.  We pray for ______________________.

We pray Lord for our community and those that are all around us.  We pray for our government officials.  May they be given divine wisdom and the ability to lead justly and wisely. 

We pray Lord for Your Word as it is preached around the world this very day that it may touch the hearts of those who have not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . “Amen.”
Benediction:

And now may the Lord Bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine and upon you, and be gracious to you;  the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.  Amen.
